COUNTY OF OTERO, NEW MEXICO
COUNTY COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2008 - 10:00 ..

Commission Chairman: Dong Moore, Commission District1
Commission Vice-Chairperson: Clarissa McGinn, Commission District 2
Commission Member: Michael Nivison, Commission District 3

INVOCATION
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

“T pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one
nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

SALUTE TO THE FLAG OF NEW MEXICO
“I salute the flag of the state of New Mexico, the zia symbol of perfect friendship among united cultures.”
BUS 5S:
' CONSENT AGENDA
All items marked “CA” will be approved by a single motion, these items on the “Consent Agenda” are
considered routine and should not require further discussion. Items can be removed at the request of a

Commissioner, County staff, or a member of the public, removed items will be heard in the order of the
numbered sequence

1) Canvass of votes for the 2008 General Election.

2) Federal Forest Reserve Payments to States (Secure Rural Schools and Community Self
Determination Act). Submitted by: Timothy Smith

ADJOURNMENT

For Information Only:
The next regularly scheduled
Otero County Commission meeting
is Thursday, November 20, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.




AGENDA REPORT

Otero County Commission
Meeting Date: November 7, 2008 Report Date: __October 28, 2008
Submitted by: Tim Smith Approved for Agenm

Subject: Federal Forest Reserve Payments to States (Secure Rural Schools and Community Self
Determination Act)

Research/Background: HR 1424 has significantly changed the payout for the SRS program. The
FY2007 payment was $105,777, split 50/50 with the Otero County schools districts. Under the new
legislation we receive $1,205,532 in FY2008, $1,084,979 in FY 2009, $$976,481 in FY 2010, and
$878,833 in FY 2011. Under this program we must elect whether or not to accept the full amount or the
25% rolling average, which would amount to approximately $103,000. However, there is a catch. In
attachment C you will note the allocations the county must make, and there are three different programs.
Under Title I we could elect to receive between 80 — 85% which is split between the county and our
school districts. At 85% we would receive $512,351.10 and the schools would receive the same. Title I
monies can only be used for schools and roads. Title II funds are to be used for forest restoration.
However, any funds in this category will be allocated by a Resource advisory committee (RAC) made up
of local citizens, academics, Forest Service employees and local government representatives. The RAC
for this area of the state has not been established, and will take some time to set up. Title Il funds are to
be used for fire safety planning, and search and rescue type of activities. The maximum percentage for
Title ITI at our level of reimbursement is 7%. Enclosed in your info packet are definitions of Title II &
I activities. I've also enclosed the legislation for your information. In order for the county to receive
the full allocation we must fax the election form to DFA no later than November 7™, Please see attached
spreadsheet to see estimated payment and affect on PILT payments.

Stafi/Department Recommendation: Recommend the following allocations:

Title I (85%)
Title IT (8%)
Title HI (7%)

This report and all attached documents have been reviewed by:

Recommend approval
Name Department Oyes Ono

Recommend approval
Name Department &

Oyes Ono
M"‘ ~J W approval
Department 0

sapproved by the Board of County Commissionerson || 7/ "1 /0¥ .
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FY 2008 PAYMENTS TO STATES ELECTION FORM
FOR COUNTIES RECEIVING PAYMENTS UNDER P.L. 110-343

The following format is requested by the Forest Service to provide the proper payment for Counties under Public
Law 110-343 (SRS Act). The information should be mailed, e-mailed, or faxed to LGD on or before November
7, 2008 (refer to cover memorandum.)

County Name:

Preparer’s Name:

Phone Number:

Instructions (please read carefully before completing table):
» Each county must elect to receive one of the following payments: (1) a share of the State's 25-percent
rolling average payment in Column C, or (2) a share of the State payment {formula payment) in Column
D.
» For a county that elects Column C, no additional information is needed.
For a county that elects Column D, the foliowing additional information is needed:
o If the county share of the State payment is greater than $100,000 but less than $350,000, the
county must allocate a total of 15% to 20% of its share to Title 11 projects in Column E and/or to
Title 111 projects in Column F. The total of percentage amounts in Columns E and F must be no
less than 15% and no greater than 20%.
o Ifthe county share of the State payment is $350,000 or greater, the county must allocate a total of
15% to 20% of its share to Title 11 projects in Column E and/or to Title 1if projects in Column F,
except that the allocation for Title I1I projects may not exceed 7%. The total of percentage
amounts in Columns E and F must be no less than 15% and no greater than 20%.
o Ifthe county share of the State payment is less than $100,000, the county may, but is not required
to, allocate its share in the same manner as a county with a share that is greater than $100,000 but
less than $350,000,

Option 2 (see instruct_iqns fq_r Titles Il & 14

(A) (8) e

Entry | County Name
No.

1

Notes:
If Option 1 is selected, Column C must always be 100%.
If Option 2 is selected, the total percentage for Columns (D), (E) and (F) must equal 100%.

Attachment C




STATE OF NEW MEXICO.
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

LOCAL GOVERNMENT DIVISION
Batran Memorial Bullding, Ste, 201 » Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
Phone: (505) 827-4958 « FAX (55) 827-4548

www.igd.statenm.on
e
MEMORANDUM
ROBERT M. APODACA
“TO: - County Commission Cha:rs and County Managers i}

Pubhc Education Department, School Budget Section -

FROM:  RobertM. Apodace, Director ¥
Local Government Division, DFA

DATE: October 21, 2008

. SUBJECT: = Federal Forest Reserve Payments to States

As you may be aware, the federal law relating to the Federal Forest Resme payments
(Public Law 106-393, October 30, 2000, known as the Secure Rural Schools and Community .
Self-Determination Act of 2000) has been amended and reauthorized for fiscal years 2008
through 2011 by Public Law 110-343 (the “SRS Act™). ,

This memorandum, along with the attachments, explgins important deadlines that must be .
met so that countties can make decisions that affect their federal forest reserve funding. ~

o . . L
Attachment A — October 17, 2008 letter to states from the Forest Service, Albuquerque
Service Center.

Attachment B — October 17 2008 letter to regional foresters from the Forest Service, -
Washington Office. This letter prov:des a summary of the major changes under P.L. 1 10-343 .
and should be read by counties prior to filling out the election form. -

Attachment C — FY2008 Payments to States Election Form to be submitted by counties to
the Local Government Division (LGD). ‘
Attachment D - Spreadsheet showing projected county payments based on the two opuons :
that counties must choose from (1) 25% Rolling Average and (2) Full Funding Amount.

.Deadlines: :
By November 7, 2008, counties s_ubmlt Attachment C to LGD:

By Mail: By Fax: .
Brende L. Suazo-Giles (505) 827-4340
NM Department of Finance and Administration .
Local Government Division ' By E-mail:

Bataan Memorial Building, Suite 201 Brendal..Suazo-Giles@state.nm.us
Santa Fe, NM 87501 _

By November 14, 2008, LGD compiles and forwards county election information to Forest
s‘ I ': N ' ‘




October 21, 2008
Forest Reserve Memorandum to Counties

Please keep in mind that November 14™ is a deadline that will not be extended. By federal
law, failure to submit county elections by this deadline will result in the county returning 15
percent of its share of the State payment to the U.S. Tressury in lieu of making a 15 to 20
percent allocation for Title II and/or Title Il projects.

Based on the projected full payment amounts, there are increases for all New Mexico
counties as compared to 2007 actual payments (see Attachment D). Because some of the
projected increases are significant, counties should pay close attention to the allocation
requirements for Title IT and Title II projects as summarized on Attachment B (pages 2 and
3).

For information on developing Resource Advisory Committees for Title II projects, work
with the Forest Supervisor(s) in your area:

Carson National Forest — Kendall Clark

Cibola National Forest - Nancy Rose

Gila National Forest — Richard Markley ,

Lincoln National Forest — Jacque Buchanan

Santa Fe National Forest — Daniel Jiron

Additional! information on the SRS Act, including any revisions to county payment

projections, can be found on the Forest Service website at: hitp.//www.fs. fed.us/srs/.

If you have any questions, please contact Brenda L. Suazo-Giles at (505) 827-4127.

RMA/blsg

Ehclosures




United States Forest - Albuquerque Service Center 101 B Sun Avenue NE

USDA
Department of Service Albn NM 87109
-’5’2 Agriculture qrerane,
Flle Code: 6540
Date: QOctober 17, 2008
| Dear State Treasurer:

~Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter to the Regional Foresters regarding the Secure Rural

Schools and Community Self Determination Act, as amended and reauthorized by P.L. 110-343

( the “SRS Act") This letter explains-the actions that must be taken by States and counties in

order to receive payments under the SRS Act and sets forth important deadlines for these actions.

. By no later than November 14, 2008, ‘each State must submit the enclosed election form per the

instructions in the attached letter to:

U.S. Forest Service -
Albuquerque Service Center, B&F

-ATTN: Winona Gleason

TSA & Other Collections, ASR 7
101B Sun Avenue, NE

'Albuquerque,NM 87109

Thls is a hard deadline that can not be extended We strongly encourage the State to transmit the
election form in advance of the deadline to ensure that any concerns may be addressed before
November 14. By law, failure to submit these elections by the deadline will result in the county
being considered to have elected to receive a share of the State payment (the formula payment)
and to return 15-percent of its share to the Treasury in lieu of allocating 15 to 20-percent for Title
H or Title III projects. , .

We will accept the Election Form via email or Fax, as follows: wgleason@fs.fed.us
Fax: (866)—343-2634

Please feel free to contact Winona Gleason of my staff at 505-563-7467 for any questions.

Sincerely,

/s/ Donna Carmical (for):
JESSE L. KING
Chief Financial Officer

cc: Winona Gleason

Attachment A

Caring for the Land and Serving People . Prated on Recyded Paper o



Forest : Washington 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Service Office Washington, DC 20250

]

Flle Code:  1010/1560/6540 Date: Qctober 17, 2008
Subject: Payments to States
To: Regional Foresters

FORWARDING ACTION DUE OCTOBER 20, 2008
REPLY DUE NOVEMBER 14, 2008

The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act 2000 (P.L. 106-393) was
amended and reauthorized for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 by section 601, Division C, of P.L.
110-343, which was signed by the President on October 3, 2008. As compared to P.L. 106-393,
P.L. 110-343 contains significant changes in Title I but leaves Titles II and Il largely intact.
This letter sets forth the process for proper implementation of P.L. 110-343 (the “SRS Act™) for
the payments to States.

By October 20, 2008, please ensure that Forest Supervisors and appropriate State and county
officials receive a copy of this letter and the enclosures. The Albuquerque Service Center (ASC)
will contact State Treasurers directly. The Department of the Interior will provide a separate
notice for payments to BLM counties.

By November 14, 2008, cach State must submit to the Forest Service the following information:
(1) each county’s election to receive a share of the State payment under the SRS Act, or a share
of the 25-percent payment; and (2) for each county that elects to receive a share of the State
payment under SRS, the county’s allocations for Title Il and Title IIl projects. Counties in States
that receive transition payments also must make these elections and aliocations.

Each State should forward the requested information in a single submission, by mail or by fax, to
the Forest Service at:

Maill FAX
US Forest Service (866) 343-2634 Wﬂ
Attm: Winona Gleason £05.563-7467

Albuqguerque Service Center, B&F
TSA & Other Collections

101B Sun Avenue NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

Payment Amounts
Section 102(a)(1) of the SRS Act directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay each State or

territory the sum of the amounts elected by the counties in that State for either: (1) a share of the

State's 25-percent payment; or (2) a share of the State payment. In lieu of a State payment,
section 103(b) requires that a transition payment be made to each covered State. The covered

%- 1t’s Cool to Be Safe Priniad on Rucycied Paper 6

Attachment B




Regional Foresters 2

States are California, Louisiana, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas,

and Washington.

The SRS Act contains the formulas for calculating a State payment and a covered State’s
transition payment. P.L. 110-343 also changed the way in which 25-percent payments are
calculated. Using these formulas, the Forest Service has calculated the projected State payments,
transition payments, and 25-percent payments. These calculations are posted on the Forest

Service website at: http.//www.fs fed us/srs/ .

Briefly, section 101(a) contains the formula for calculating the State payment. (Under P.L. -
106-393, this payment was the State’s full payment amount, which was calculated using a .
different formula.) To calculate a State payment, the “adjusted share” for each eligible county
within the State is multiplied by the “full funding amount” for the fiscal year (FY) for which the
payment is made. The State payment is the sum of these amounts. The full ﬁmdmg amount
decreases each fiscal year, Transition payments are made under section 103(b) using a different
formula and are based on a State’s “adjusted amount™ that declines each fiscal year. A State’s
25-percent payment is now based on a 7 year rolling average. _

The calculations on the Forest Service websité will assist the counties in making an informed
decision about their payment elections. Under section 102(b)X1) of the SRS Act, a county must
elect to receive: (1) a share of the State’s 25-percent payment; or (2) a share of the State
payment. For FY 2008 county election, we have extended the deadline for the counties to make
their elections, and the States to submit them to the Forest Service. States must submit county
elections under section 102(b)(1) to the Forest Service by no later than November 14, 2008,
If this deadline is not met, section 102(b)(1) provides that the county is considered to have
elected to receive a share of the State payment.

A county election to receive a share of the State’s 25-percent payment is effective for the FY
2008 and FY 2009 payments, By August 1, 2010, counties that made this election must again
choose whether to receive a share of the State payment or the Stats’s 25-percent payment for FY
2010 and FY 2011, and the State must submit these elections to the Forest Service. In contrast, a
county that elects to receive a share of the State payment, including an eligible county in a
transition State that receives a share of the State’s transition payment in lien of the State
payment, may not change its initial election.

Section 102(d) of the SRS Act requires a county that elects to receive its share of the State
payment (or its share of a transition payment, in the case of a county in a covered state) to spend
no less than 80 and no more than 85 percent of the funds in the same manner as the 25-percent
payments are expended. The county also is required to reserve the balance of its share for one or
more of the following purposes: projects under Title II of the Act; projects under Title III; or the
Treasury of the United States. A county that will receive less than $100,000 (inclusive of a




Regional Foresters ' 3

county payment under section 102(a)(2(B), if applicable), may elect to spend all of its funds in
the same manner as the 25-percent payments are expended.

The SRS Act makes one significant change to the county allocations under P.L. 106-393. For an
eligible county that receives $350,000 or more as its share of the State payment (inclusive of a
county payment under section 102(a)(2(B), if applicable), the county may reserve no more than
seven percent of its payment for Title III projects. .

Under section 102(d)(3)(A), the deadline for the counties to make their elections is September
30, 2008, or as soon thereafter as the Secretary of Agriculture determines is practicable, and each
September 30 thereafter. We have extended the deadline for the FY 2008 payment. States must
submit county allocations for Title I and Title Il to the Forest Service by November 14,
2008, If a county does not submit Its allocations by this deadline, the SRS Act reqnlres that
15 percent of the county’s share must be transferred to the Treasury.

Resource Advison

Under sections 203(a) and 207(a), each Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) must submit
projects that it proposes the Forest Service catry out using county allocations for Title II
Projects must be submitied by September 30, 2008, or as soon thereafter as the Secretary of
Agriculture determines is practicable, for the payment for FY 2008, and each September 30
thereafter. We will be extending this deadline for the payment for FY 2008 to a date in calendar
year 2009. The Forest Service will notify the RACs ofﬂwm:mdatemdprowle:ddmoml
information concerning RACs in' a separate lotier.

As we implement the SRS Act, qount:es and States that have questions may contact their Forest
Supervisor or Regional Forester.. Forest Service personnel should direct their questions to
Debra Whitall of the Partmership: Office at 202-205-0967, or Marie-Louise (ML) Smith of
Legislative Affairs at 202-205-1030.

The reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools Act representa renewed and, in' many cases, new
opportunities, for counties, Resource Advisory Committees, and National Forests to work
together to maintain infrastructure, improve the health of watersheds and ecosystems, protect
communities, and strengthen local economies. We look forward to collaborating with .
communities to fully implement the Act. )

/s/ Sally Collins for
ABIGAIL R. KIMBELL
Chief

cc.  Associate Chief
Deputy Chiefs
Station Directors
Area Director
Enclosures




OPTION 1

Source: U.8. Forest Swrvice spreedshest e-malied 1 DFALGD on 10/20%08,

Attachmant D




R I—————————

U.S. Forest Service - Secure Rural Schools Page 1 of 1

Title III-County Funds

Title Ili is modified by changing the types of activities eligible for funding, by adding a certification requirement, and by requiring counties
to return funds not obligated by September 30, 2012, to the Treasury.

¢ Eliminetes some authorized uses: e.g., community serviee work camps, easement purchases, forest related after schoo! programs,
planning efforts to reduce or mitigate the impact of development on adjacent Federal lands.

obnguedbySeptunbaso zou,umwmrmm o
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U.S. Forest Service - Secure Rural Schools Page 1 of 1

Title II-Special Projects on Federal Land

Title Il remains intact in significant part. It differs from P.L. 106-393 in the following ways:

* RAC composition is expanded to permit non-timber forest product harvester groups, commercial and recreational fishing interests,
nonindustrial private forest landowners, wildlife or hunting orgenizations, and watershed associations to participate.

. Funds that are not obligated by September 30, 2012,

mustbelramfemdtotheTmsury

httn:/fwww.fs.fed.us/srs/Title-II.shtml _ 10/24/2008



papquzassy ssaiBuo)) 1t voLEWY Jo RIS DATTUL) Yl
Jo sanmuasasdayy fo amnof] puv nousg a3 Lq papoua n ag

uplAp wpanid o) ‘soopnand Soupine U0 PUSED 0} ‘UONEARGUCS PUN UoR
~upar [2xus Joj seapuaw] SpAamd oy GRET JO SROD) SUAANY [WUMSU] K[ PURIE
‘swledre) Bupooon] pow mmils (vpoesp pow Amounde e@ U Gopdnomp
Suryuean] puw o) dpqqens Sorpracsd jo sessdiad wp 103 WAV PeRTOn) Jo eedd)
UG MRS paw SR o) o) [espe] W Joy Aypopme spacud of,
VB IB

N puv puvenory om ‘Liowusf fo Lep pmp np
‘bupemmy] wo wosBupyso g fo L3x) np w pRy pus oy

BIWE Jo $161 DAL
a Jo
g5215U07p PP papuny N

VeFIH'H

AoDodfi sseoce sy dny ‘sBadgom SO0 Bunuilg JUSWAIGADE) SUt LO pessignd
S8 (S(euog PUv 95N0H Ylog Aq Passid Jo 0 peauliy ¥ pagoud) #Zrl WH Wy pepdieoxe s wewnoop syl



{0TBUAUTTI PUE UOTJRIOISRI POEIaT8.MA M&W
“y[eey WEAR0od 19010 W1 FyUBWRACIANY (K1Y
yusursA0Iduy Ay1AnOTy vp.umﬁ_ﬁr
-aonyexagtiqo
30 OUBUSIUIFII AIMPILIFBYUT pUs ‘Jrex} (D
—OPNuI A¥El 10 §IATNLG0 0ARY (D)),
pue ‘yoddns peseq-peoiq fofae Aﬁwﬁa

Toyes puw WEey pus| asexfun pue amEal (m),
pue {Swasis00d 18a10]
ouR|Us et seaRoelqo drgepsemers jusweidun (1),

-nsegul JunsEe Jo WUy o) eaarduoy (1
—qutpy s0aload “ySnorgy seyprenjioddo Juav o [euon
-IPpe 9val) pUE ‘U] MUSUIIRAG] [EUCHIPPE OXEW O] (T).
-Spun] SfE[IRAY
e nyueueiddne spwal pue N[oote oy HSorpumy opiacxd
Buﬂﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂuﬁfﬂeﬂgunu%ﬂﬁ
—3IR 1y Sug jo L.

“FAROSHN T DB

*000T J0 1Y SONPURIINeI-Jof LyunuImo’)
pUR BIOMPS [RINY IO, W B¢ PRIP o AVE PV VI,

TILLL IHOHE T "D¥E.

:Buwsofro) ey Butiiasut pue gop YAnoIq |
suones Buppns Aq popusum st (66—90T Me JMqnd 9300 009
O8N 9T) 0008 JO PV UONEUTINS(]-JoF Slunumo;) pue s[ooqg
remy arndeg UL —000Z 40 LYY NOILVNINHALIA(J-ITAS LLINNAWOD)
AaNV ST00HDS TVHENY THMNDIAG FAHL 40 NOLLVZIHOHLNVIY {9)
TRAVEDSOHA NOLLVNIK
“HALS-ITHE LLINAWWOS ONY FIO0HDS 'TVvENd TaNDAS 108 “DIAR

AoB-odb-seasoe mwwyr.diyy :efedgem sow0 Buguid JUBLILISAOS) G4y} LD payspqnd
o8 (@euag pue esnop ylog Aq pessed 0 ) pacuby s¥ pajUa) vZi | "HH woy paKdieoxs &) WEWRDOP SIYL



This document is excerpted from H.R. 1424 (Enrolled as Agreed to or Passed by Both House and Senate) as
published en the Government Printing Office webpage: hitp:/Awww.access.gpo.gov

H.R.1424—130

“(v) the restoration, maintenance, and improve-
ment of wildlife and fish i1ab1tat
“(vi) the control of noxions and exotic weeds; and
“(vii) the reestablishment of native spemes, and
%(3) to improve rative relationships amo;
d“(A) the people that use and care for ederal land;

an
“(B) the agencies that manage the Federal land.
*3EC. 8. DEFINITIONS.
“In this Act:
‘(1) ADJUSTED SHARE.—The term ‘adjusted share’ means

the number equal to the quotient obtained by dividing—
“(A) the number equal to the quotient obtained by

"(1) the base share for the eligible eounty
“(i{) the income adjustment for the eligib le county;

%) the number equal to the sum of the quotients
obtained under subparagraph (A) and paragraph ?BXA) for
all eligible counties.

equ.a‘.‘l(z) Eﬁ\sli: SHARE. —f—'I'he term ‘base share’ means the number

to the average oi—
“A) the quotient obtained by dividing—
“G) number of acres of Federal land described

{7 each ble
i (ug t& )(A)m elig: m"nm land in

ible eounhamnllehgiblo States; and
“(B) e quotient obtained dlvxdmg-—
“(i} the amount equal to the average of the 3

highest 25-percen ga yments and safety bf
made to each eligible State for each ehg1 e eou.nty
d the eligibility

i by
“Gi} the amount equal 'to the sum of the amounts
calculated under clause (i} and Ei.emgmph (9XBXi) for
all ebl.:ﬁlble counties in all eligi tes during the

“(3) COUN'n' PAYHEN'I' —The term ‘county Rayment’ means
(gayment for an eligible county celculated under section

101
“(4) ELIGIBLE COUNTY.—The term ‘eligible county’ means

any count
. AA conta:ns Federal land (as defined in paragraph
; an
“(B) elects to receive a share of the State payment
or the county payment under section 102(b).
“(5) ELIG]:BILITY PERIOD.—The tsrm ‘eligibility period’
means fiscal year 1986 fiscal year 1999.
“6) ELIGIBLE STATE.—The term ehglble State’ means a
State or territory of the United States that received a 26-
per;:élt payment for 1 or more fiscal years of the eligibility

“(7) FEDERAL LAND.—The term Federal land’ means—

“(A) land within the National Forest System, as defined
in section 11(a) of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 160%(a)) exclu-
sive of the National Grasslands and land utilization




This document is excerpted from H.R. 1424 (Enrofled as Agreed to or Passed by Both House and Senate) as
published on the Government Printing Office webpage: hitp/Awww.access.gpo.gov

H.R.1424—131

projects designated as National Grasslands administered

pursuant to the Act of July 22, 1937 (7 U.S.C. 1010~

1012); and

“B) such jbortions of the revested Oregon and Cali-
fornia Railroad and reconveyed Coos Bay Wagon Road
grant land as are or may hereafter come under the jurisdic-
tion of the Degarl:ment of the Interior, which have here-
tofore or may hereafter be classified as timberlands, and
power-site land valuable for timber, that shall be managed,
except as provided in the former section 3 of the Act of

Avgust 28, 1937 (50 Stat. 875; 43 U.8.C. 1181c), for perma-

nent forest production.

“(8) 50-PERCENT ADJUSTED SHARE.—The term ‘50-percent
adjusted share’ means the number equal to the quotient
obtained by dividing—

divi “(A) the number equal to the guotieat cbtained by
“(i) the B0-percent base share for the eligible
county; by

“(i1) the income adjustment for the eligible county;

b;
“é) the number equal to the sum of the ?uotienta
obtained under subparagraph (A) and paragraph (1XA) for
all eligible counties.
*(9) 50-PERCENT BASE SHARE.—The term ‘G0-percent base
share’ means the number equal to the average of—
“(A) the quotient obtained by dividing—

“(i) the lf%mxll:;e)r of aml;i‘lgdernl lanbcjl’ described
in in ea igible county;

“(i.ig e total number acres of Federal land in
all eligible counties in all eligible States; and
“(B) the quotient obtained by dividing—

“(i) the amount equal to the average of the 8
highest 50-percent payments made to each eligible
county during the eligibility period; by

“(ii) the emount equal to the sum of the amounts
calculated under clause (i) and ph (2XBXi) for

;alllle" e counties in all eligible States during the
igibility
“(10) 50-PERCENT PAYMENT.—The term ‘60-percent pay-
ment’ means the payment that is the sum of the 50-percent
share otherwise paid to a county pursuant to title II of the
Act of August 28, 1937 (chapter 876; 60 Stat. 875; 43 U.S.C.
1181f), and the payment made to a county pursuant to the
i&fglgflMay 24)., 1989 (chapter 144; 53 Stat. 763; 43 U.S.C.
~1 et seq.).
“(11) FULL FUNDING AMOUNT~The term ‘full funding
amount’ means—
“(A) $500,000,000 for fiscal 2008; and
“(B) for fiscal year 2009 each fiscal year thereafler,
the amount that 18 equal to 80 percent of the full funding
amount for the preceding fiscal year.
“(1?1)1 INCOME ofmmthe mvr.—-’I:hbt:mtermed by‘i:‘lhoorglen;djushnsnt'
means the square quotient obtai ividing—
"t(.;s)bthe per capita personal income for each eligible
county; by
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“(B) the median per capita personal income of all
eligible eounties.

“(13) PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME.—The term ‘per capita
personal income’ means the most recent per capita personal
income dats, as determined by the Bureau of Economic Anal-
yais,
“(14) SAFETY NET PAYMENTS.—The term ‘safety net pay-
ments’ means the special payment amounts paid to States
and counties required by section 13882 or 13883 of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-66; 16
U.S.C. 500 note; 43 U.8.C. 1181f note).

“(15) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘Secretary con-
cerned’ means—

“(A) the Secretary of Agriculture or the designee of
the Secretary of Agriculture with reapect to the Federal
land described in paragraph (TXA); and

“(B) the Secre of the Interior or the desiﬁnee of
the Secretary of the Interior with respect to the Federal
land described in paragraph (7XB).

“(16) STATE PAYMENT—' term ‘State payment’ means
ti%el( p)ayment for an eligible State calcula under section
al.

“(17) 25-PERCENT PAYMENT.—The term ‘25-percent pay-

ment' means the payment to States re%m.red' by the gixth para-
graph under the heading of FORES SEBV%OE’ in the Act

of May 23, 1908 (36 Stat. 280; 18 U.8.C. 500), and section
13 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (38 Stat. 963; 16 U.S.C. 500).

“TITLE I—SECURE PAYMENTS FOR
STATES AND COUNTIES CONTAINING

FEDERAL LAND
“SEC. 101. SECURE PAYMENTS FOR STATES CONTAINING FEDERAL
LAND,

“(a) STATE PAYMENT.—For each of fiscal years 2008 h
2011, the Secretary of Agricalture shall calculate for each eligible
State an amount equal to the sum of the products obtai by
multiplyinf—

“(I) the adjusted share for each eligible county within the
igible State; by

e v
“(2) the full funding amount for the fiscal year.

“(b) COUNTY PAYMENT.—For each of fiscal years 2008 throu%
2011, the Secretary of the Interior shall calculate for each eligib s
county that received a 50-percent t during the eligibility 4
period an amount equal to the uct obtained by multiplying— ;

“(1) the 50-percent adjusted share for the eligible county;

%(2) the full funding amount for the fiscal year. :
“SEC. 102, PAYMENTS TO STATES AND COUNTIES. é
“(a) PAYMENT AMOUNTS.—Except as provided in section 103, "
the Secretary of the Treasury shall to—
“(1) a State or territory of the United States an amount
equal to the sum of the amounts elected under subsection
(b) by each county within the State or territory for—
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“(A) if the county is eligible for the 25-percent payment,
the share of the 25-percent payment; or P

“(B) the share of the State payment of the eligible
county; and
“(2) a county an amount equal to the amount elected under

subsection (b) by each county for—

“(A) if the county is eligible for the 60-percent payment,
the 50- t payment; or

“(B) the county ent for the eligible county.

“(b) ELECTION TO RECEIVE PAYMENT AMOUNT.—
“(1) ELECTION; SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—
& ‘S(?a)tem Gmma-'l‘he election to receive a shonfre tt?ef
e paymen e county payment, a share
State payment unj the county ;ayment, a share of the
2f|15-£p§rc;%t paym:nt, the io-andmtht ayment, :r a shnrte
of the 25- en e yment,
as apph'cagle, sh made at the MWNM each
affected county by August 1, 2008 (or as soon thereafter
as the Se concerned determines is practicable), and

August 1 of e ek (szo)mmddﬁscalyaa:t:haw, in accordance

wi aragraph (2), and transmi ¢ Secretary con-

cemeg by the Governor of each eligible State.

“(B) FAILURE TO TRANSMIT.—If an election for an
e kRt ot 'Tm o oo bparagennh (3), the
cerne e 8 under , the
affected J;c]:_‘untyefu” &Wm tf:n have ptalect.ed t:
receive g share county payment,
or a shgreuof the State payment and the county payment,
as a e,

“2) TION OF ELECTION.—

o R e o ymant,

of the 25-percen or payment, as

applicable, ghall be ive for 2 ﬁuagey;”:rna

“B) FULL FUNDING AMOUNT.—If a county elects to
receive a share of the State ggymont or the county pay-
ment, the slection shall be efiective for all subsequent
fiscal years through fiscal year 2011.

“(3) SOURCE OF PAYMENT AMOUNTS.—The payment io an
eligible State or &igible county under this section for a fiscal
year shall be derived from—

thi }g any amounts that are appropriated to carry out

8 Act:

“(B) any revenues, fees, penalties, or miscellaneous
receipts, exclusive of deposits to any relevant trust fund
special sccount, or permanent operating funds, receiv
Igg the Federal Government from activities by the Burean

Land Management or the Forest Service on the
applicable Federal land; and

*(C) to the extent of any shortfall, out of any amounts
in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appro-

ted.
“(c) Igrs'mmu'rxon AND EXPENDITURE OF PAYMENTS.—

“(1) DISTRIBUTION METHOD.—A State that receives a pay-
ment under subsection (a) for Federal land described in section
3(7XA) shall distribute the appropriate payment amount among
the approxriate counties in the State in accordance with—

“(A) the Act of May 28, 1908 (16 U.S.C. 500); and
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*(B) section 13 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat.
963; 16 11.8.C. 500).

“(2) EXPENDITURE PURPOSES.—Subject to subsection (d),
payments received by a State under subsection (a) and distrib-
unted to counties in accordance with F ph (1) shail be
a:)pended as required by the laws re to in paragraph
“(d) ExrENDITURE RULES FOR ELIGIBLE COUNTIES.—

“(1) ALLOCATIONS.—

“(A) USE OF PORTION IN SAME MANNER AS 25-PERCENT
PAYMENT OR 50-PERCENT PAYMENT, AS APPLICABLE.—Except
as provided in para.grth (3XB), if an eligible county elects
to receive its share of the State payment or the county
payment, not less than ?imﬁercent, but not more than
86 percent, of the funds be expended in the same
manner in which the Z&permu::tregaymants or 50-percent
payment, as applicable, are required to be expended.

“(B) ELECTION AS TO USE OF Bmcn.—Exuems ‘Sm-
vided in subparagraph (C), an eligible cm.ms 8 ect
to do 1 or more of following with the balance of any.
funds not( > ded pursuant to m;?ﬁ ph (Af): octa

“( any i or praj

in accordance with title I1.

“(ii) Reserve not more than 7 percent of the total
share for the eligible county of the State payment
or the county payment for projects in accordance with

title IT1.
“(iif) Retumtg:dpu'ﬂonofthobdmnot reserved
under clauses (i) {ii) to the Treasury of the United

States.

“(C) COUNTIES WITH MODEST DISTRIBUTIONS.—In the
case of each eligible county to which more than $100,000,
but less than $350,000, is distributed for ang fiscal gear
pursuant to either or both of paragraphs (1XB) and (2XB)
of subsection (a), the eligible county, with respect to the
balance of funde not expended pursuant to subpara-
graph (A) for that fiscal year, shall-—

“(i) reserve any portion of the balance for—
“T) carrying out projects under title II;
“0l) carrying out pr&ﬁects under title III; or
“(IIT) a combination of the purposes described
in subclauses (I) and (IF); or

“(ii} return the ion of the balance not reserved
under clause (i) to Treasury of the United States.
“(2) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—

“{A) IN GENERAL.—Funds reserved by an eligible county
under subparagraph (BXi) or (CXi) of paragraph (1) for
carrying out projects under title II ghall be deposited in
a special account in the Treasury of the United States.

“(B) AVAILABILITY. —Amounts deposited under subpara-
graph (A) shall—

“(i) be available for expenditure by the Secretary
concerned, without further appropriation; and
“(ii) remain available until expended in accordance
with title II.
“(3) ELECTION.—
“(A) NOTIFICATION.—
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“(i) IN GENERAL.—An eligible county shall notify
the Secretary concerned of an election by the eligible
county under this subsection not later than September
30, 2008 (or as soon thereafter as the Secretary con-
cerned determines is practicable), and each September
30 thereafler for each & ing fiscal year.

“(ii) FAILURE TO ELECT.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), if the eligible county fails to make
an election by the date specified in clause (i), the
eligible countgeshall—

“I) be considered to have elected to expend

85 percent of the funds in accordance with para-

graph (1XA); end

“(I) return the balance to the Tremsury of
the United States.

“(B) COUNTIES WITH MINOR DISTRIBUTIONS.—In the case
of each eligible county to which less than $100,000 is
distributed for fiscal year pursuant to either or both
of paragraphs (15).3) and (2{(3) subsection (a), the eligible
county may elect to expend all the funds in the same
manner in which the 26-percent payments or 52-dparcent

ayments, as applicable, are required to be expended.
“(e} E FOR PAYMENT.—The payments required under this
section for a fiecal year shall be made as soon as practicable
after the end of that fiscal year.

“gEC. 103. TRANSITION PAYMENTE TO STATES.

“{a) DEFINITONS.—In this section: . i
“(1) ADJUSTED AMOUNT.—The term ‘adjusted amount’
means, with respect to a covered State—

“(A) for fiscal year 2008, 80 percent of—

“(i) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year

2006 under section 102(aX?2) (as in effect on September

29, 20086) for the eligible counties in the coversd State

that bave elected under section 102(b) to receive a 1

share of the State ent for fiscal year 2008; and §

“(ii} the sum otP g:lamounta paid for fiscal year

2006 under section 103(aX2) (as in effect on Sﬂmember

29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the State of Oregon

that have elected under section 102(b) to receive the

county payment for fiscal year 2008;

“(B) for fiscal year 2009, 81 percent of—

“i) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year

2006 under section 102(a)2) (as in effect on September

29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the covered State

that have elected under section 102(b) to receive a

share of the State ofaxment for fiscal year 2009; and

%ii) the sam e amounts paid for fiscal year

2006 under section 103(a)X2) (as in effect on Septemher

29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the Stats of Oregon ‘

that have elected under section .102(b) to receive the :

county payment for fiscal year 2009; and §

“(C) for fiscal year 2010, 73 percent of—

“(i} the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year

2006 under eection 102(aX2) {as in effect on September

29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the covered State
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that have elected under section 102(b) to receive a
share of the State payment for fiscal year 2010; and

“(ii) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year
2006 under section 103(aX2) (as in effect on Se?tamber
29, 2008) for the eligible counties in the State of Oregon
that have elected under section 102(b) to receive the
county payment for fiscal year 2010,

“(2) COVERED STATE~The term ‘covered State’ means each
of the States of California, Louisiana, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, and Washi .

“(b) TRANSITION PAYMENTS.—For each of years 2008
throu%le 2010, in lieu of the payment amounts that otherwisa would
have been made under paragraphs (1XB) and (2XB) of section
102(r), the Secretary of the 'I‘reasm:{. shall pay the adjusted amount
to each covered State and the eligible counties within the covered
State, as applicable.

“(¢) DISTRIBUTION OF ADJUSTED AMOUNT.—Except as provided
in subsection (d), it is the intent of Congress that the method
of distributing the agmenta under subsection (b) among the coun-
ties in the covered States for each of fiscal years 2 through
2010 be in the same proportion that the payments were distributed
to the eligible counties in fiacal year 2006,

“(d) DISTRIBUTION OF PAYMENTS IN CALIFORNIA.—The following
gayments shall be distributed among the eligible counties in-the

tate of California in the same proportion t ents under
section 102(a)2) (as in effect oglﬁhmbu 29, 2 were distrib-

uted to the eligible counties for year 2000:
“(1) Payments to the SBtate of California under subsection

)
“(2) The shares of the eli%ible counties of the State payment
for California under section 102 for fiscal year 2011.
“(e) TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS.—For purposes of this Act, any
payment made under subsection (b) be considered to be a
payment made under section 102(a).

“TITLE I—SPECIAL PROJECTS ON
FEDERAL LAND

=SEC. 201, DEFINITIONS.
“In this title:

“(1) PARTICIPATING COUNTY.—The term ‘participating
county’ means an eligible county that elects under section
102(d) to expend a portion of the Federal funds received under
section 102 in ce with this title,

“(2) PROJECT FUNDS.—The term ‘project funds’ means all
funds an eligible county elects under section 102(d) to reserve
for diture in accordance with this title,

3) RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘resource
advisory committes’ means—
“(A) an advi committee established by the Sec-
retary concarned u.nger section 205; or
(B) an advisory committee determined by the Sec-

retary concerned to meet the requirementa of section 206.

“(4) RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN.~—The term ‘resource
management plan’ means—
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“(A) a land use plan })repmd by the Bureau of Land
Management for units of the Federal land described in
section 3(7)(B) pursuant to section 202 of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712); or

“(B) a land and resource ement pla:;agr?md
by the Forest Service for units of the Natio, orest
System pursuant to section 6 of the Foreat and Bangla.nd
litgggfa le Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C.

“SEC. 202. GENERAL LIMITATION ON USE OF PROJECT FUNDS.

“(a) LIMITATION.—~Project funds shall be expended solely on
projects that meet the requirements of this title.

“(b) AUTHORIZED USES.—Project fands may be used by the
Secretary concerned for the purpose of entering into and imple-
menting cooperative agreements with willing Federal agencies
State and local governments, private and nonprofit entities, an
landowners for protection, restoration, and ancement of fish
and wildlife habitat, and other resource objectives consistent with
the purposes of this Act on Federal land and on non-Federal land
where projects would benefit the resources on Federal land.

“SEC. 203, SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS,
“(a) SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS TO SECRETARY CON-

“(1) PROJECTS FUNDED UBING PROJECT FUNDS.—Not later
than September 80 for fiscal year 2008 (or as soon thereafter
gstfee%ef%% ereafter for oach umelsag?ﬁc?cal )’m

eptember B year
fiscal year 2011, each resource advisory committee shall submit
to the Secretary concerned a deacription of any projects that
the resource advisory committes proposes the under-
take using any mect funds reserved by eligible counties in
the area in which the resource advisory commitiee has
geographic jurisdiction.

“(2% PROJECTS FUNDED USING OTHER FUNDS.—A resource
advisory committee may submit to the Secretary concerned
a description of any projects that the committee mﬂ the
Secretary undertake using funds from State or govern-
ments, or from the private sector, other than project funds
and funds appropriated and otherwise available to do similar

WO,
“(3) JOINT PROJECTS.—Participating counties or other per-
sons may propose {0 pool project funds or other funds, descr

in paragraph (2), and jointly propose a project or group of

pergii;iecl;a2 ot.g a resource advisory committee established under

section 205.

“(b) REQUIRED DESCRIPTION OF PROJECTS.—In submitting pro-
posed projects to the Secretary concerned under subsection (a),
a resource advisory committes ahall include in the description of ‘
each proBose(D d project the fool}othewing p’:g::‘;tmaﬁgn: descrioti h f

e purpose and a description of how
the project w:ﬂ meet the of this title, %

“(2) The anticipated duration of the project.

3 The mmposedﬁdpmd b Offtfl:::mdmgo%t the project, wheth ;

" e p source o ing for the project, w ar :
project funds or other funds, 2
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“(5XA) Expected outcomes, including how the project will
meet or exceed desired ecological conditions, maintenance objec-
tives, or stewardship ohjectives.

*(B) An estimate of the amount of any timber, forage,
and other commodities and other economic activity, including
Jjobs generated, if any, anticipated as part of the project.

*(6) A detailed monitoring plan, including funding needs
and sources, that— A

“(A) tracks and identifies the positive or negative
impacts of the project, implementation, and provides for
validation monitoring; and

“%B) includes an assessment of the following:

“(i) Whether or not the project met or exceeded
destirrqd ecological oongmonsél cx;l_:ted local emplo .elr:t
or training opportunities, including summer youth jobs
programs such as the Youth Conservation Corps where

apprg(pﬁate.
1i) Whether the project improved the use of, or
added value to, any products removed from land con-
sistent with the purposes of this title.
. te“ﬁt)..An assessment that the project is to be in the public
interes
“(c) AUTHORIZED PROJECTS.—Projects proposed under sub-
section (a) shall be consistent with section 2.

“SEC. 204. EVALUATION AND APPROVAL OF PROJECTS BY BECRETARY
CONCERNED.

“(a) CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL OF PROPOSED PROJECT.—The
Secretary concerned may make a decision to a e a project
submitted by a resource advisory committee under section 203
only if the proposed project satisfies each of the following conditions:

(1) The project complies with all applicable ¥ederal laws

(including regulations).

“(2) The project is consistent with the applicable resource
management plan and with any watershed or subsequent plan
developed pursuant to the resource management plen and
approved by the Semtuge:%neerned.

“(8) The project has approved by the resource advisory
committee in accordance with section 205, including the proce-
dures issued under subsection (e) of that section.

“(4) A project description has been submitted by the
resource advisory committee to the Secretary concerned in
accordance with section 203,

“(6) The project will improve the maintenance of existing
infrastructure, implement stewardship objectives that enhance
forest ecosystems, and restore and improve land health and
water quality.

“(b) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.—

“(1) REQUEST FOR PAYMENT BY ‘COUNTY.—The Secretary
concerned may request the resource advisory committee submit-
ting a proposed project to to the use of project funds
to pay for zmivl environmental review, consultation, or compli-
ance with applicable environmental laws required in connection
with the gro;]ect
O 42) tggmmar or mtvmophmrr(l) “dmthe w.—If a payment

is requested under paragra an resource advisory
committee agrees to ptg: expenditure of funds for this purpose,
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the Secretary concerned shall conduct environmental review,
consultation, or other compliance responsibilities in accordance
with Federsl laws (including regulations).
“(3) EFFECT OF REFUSAL TO PAY.—
does ot aEres 6o the sxpeaditurs of Lrods wol2r paragenh
oes not agree expenditure o s under paragrap
(1), the project shall be deemed withdrawn from further
g:tzlnsideration by the Secrstary concerned pursuant to this
e.

“(B) EFFECT OF WITHDRAWAL~-A withdrawal under
subparagraph (A) shall be deemed to be a rejection of
the project éurposas of section 207(c).

“(c) DECISIONS OF SECRETARY CONCERNED.—
*(1) REJECTION OF PROJECTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—A decision by the Secretary con-
cerned to reject a proposed project shall be at the sole
discretion of the Secretary concerned.

“(B) NO ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OR JUDICIAL REVIEW.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a decision
bf; the Secreta‘% concerned to reject a proposed project
shall not be subject to administrative appeal or judicial
review.

“(C) NOTICE OF REJECTION.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the Secretary concerned makes
the rejection decigion, the Secretary concerned shall notify
in writing the resource admmttu that submitted
the proposed project of the ion and the reasons for
T

“(2) NOTICE OF FROJECT APPROVAL.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall publish in the Federal Register notice of each
D aved Eiod the prejact orpimted with the Becretary. 0 b
requi e project originated wi e ,

“(d) Source AND CONDUCT OF PROJECT—Once the
concerned accepts a praject for review under section 203, the accept-
ance shall be deemed a action for all purposes.

“(e) IMPLEMENTATION OF APPROVED PROJECTS. —

“(1) COOPERATION,—Notwi ing chapter 63 of title 31
United States Code, using project funds the Secretary concerned
mﬂ enter into contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements
with States and local governments, private and nonprofit enti-
ties, and landowners and other persons to assist the Secretary
in carrying out an approved project.

“(2) BEST VALUE CONTRACTING.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—For an&project involving a contract
authorized by paragraph (1) the Secretary concerned may
elect a source for ormance of the contract on a best
value baasis.

“(B) FACTORS.—The Secretary concerned shall deter-
mine best value based on such factors as—

*(i) the technical demands and complexity of the
work(t.oxbﬁgg:e; logical f th ect; and

“(ii ecological objectives of the project; an

*(II) the sensitivity of m begng treated;

*(iii) the past experience by the contractor with
the type of wark being done, using the type of equip-
ment progosad for the project, and meeting or
exceeding desired ecological conditions; and
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“(iv) the commitment of the comtractor to hiring
highly qualified workers and local residents,

“(3) MERCHANTABLE TIMBER CONTRACTING PILOT PRO-
GRAM.,—

“(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary concerned shall
establish a pilot program to implement a certain percen

of approved projects involving the sale of merchantable

timber using separate contracts for—

“(i) the harvesting or collection of merchantable
timber; and
*(i1) the sale of the timber,

“(B) ANNUAL PERCENTAGES.—Under the pilot program,
the Secretary concerned shall ensure that, on a nationwide
basis, not less than the following percentage of all approved
projects involving the sale of merchantable h.mger are
implemented using separate contracts:

“(i) For fiscal year 2008, 36 percent.

“(ii) For fiscal year 2009, 45 percent.

“iii) For each of fiscal years 2010 and 2011, 50
percent.

“C) INCLUSION IN FPIOT PROGRAM.—The decision
whether to use separate contracts to implement a project
involving the sale of merchantable timber shall be made
by the Secretary concerned after the approval of the project

under this title.
D I omvamAL—The Secrstary concerned
“a GENERAL.— may
use funds from any & iated account available to

P
the Secretary for the eral land to assist in the
administration of projects conducted under the pilot
program.

“(id) mbhgated Aué)un'rthzr m;ﬁe tot,alot
amount obli under this su ph may n
exceed $1,000,000 for any fiscal year during which
the pilot program is in effect.

“(E) REVIEW AND REPORT.—

4(i) INTTIAL REPORT.—Not later than September
30, 2010, the Comptroller General shall submit to the
Committees on ?’icultum, Nutrition, and Forestry
and Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and
the Committees on Agriculture and Natural Resources
of the House of Representatives a report assessing

the pilot program. .
“(ii) ANNUAL REPORT.—The concerned :
shall submit to the Committees on iculture, Nutri- E

tion, and Foreaﬁg and Energy and Natural Resources
of the Senate and the Committees on Agriculture and
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives :
an annual report describing the results of the pilot E

program,

“f) REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECT FUNDS.—The Secretary shall
ensure that at least 60 percemt of all project funds be used for
projects that are primarily dedicated—

“1) to road maintenance, decommissioning, or obliteration;

or
“(2) to restoration of streams and watersheds.
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“SEC. 208. RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEES.

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE OF RESOURCE ADVISORY
COMMITTEES.—

.. “(1) EsTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary concerned shall estab-

lish and meintain resource advisory committees to perform

t.‘lixe duties in subsection (b), except as provided in paragraph

“(2) PUrPOSE.—The purpose of a resource advisory com-
mittee shall be—

“(A) to improve collaborative relationships; and

“(B) to provide advice and recommendations to the
land management agencies consistent with the purposes
of this title.

“3) ACCESS TO RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—To
ensure that each unit of Federal land has access to a resource
advisory committee, and that there is sufficient interest in
Earticipation on & committee to ensure that membersh:tex can

e balanced in terms of the points of view represen and
the functions to be performed, the Secretary concerned may,
establish resource advisory committees for part of, or 1 or
more, unite of Federal land.

“(4) EXISTING ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—An advisory committee that meets
the requirements of this section, a resource advisory com-
mittee established before ber 28, 2006, or an
advisory commitiee determined by the Secretary concerned
before September 29, 2008, to meet the requirements of
this section may be deemed by the Secretary concerned
ttgwb%tllaemsouma advisory committes for the purposes of

“(B) CHARTER.—A charter for a committee described
in subparag:ﬁh {A) that was filed on or before September
El?i's ﬁﬁ, be conaidered to be filed for purposes of

“(C) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMIT-
TEES.—The Secretary of the Interior may deem a resource
advisox;y committee meeting the requirements of subpart
1784 of part 1780 of title 43, Code of Federal Regulations,
as a resource advisory committee for the purposes of this

- title,
- %b) DUTIES.—A resource advisory committee shall—

“(1) review projects proposed under this title by partici-
pating counties and other D8;

- “(2) propose grnjecta and funding to the Secretary concerned
under section 203;

“(8) provide early and continuous coordination with a
priate land management agemcy officials in recommendi
projects consistent with purposes of this Act under this title;

“d) g:ovide frequent opportunities for citizens, organiza-
tions, tribes, land management ?mciaa, and other interested
parties to participate openly and meaningfully, beginning at
t}aa early stages of the project development process under this
title;

“(5XA) monitor projects that have been approved under
section 204; and

“(B) advise the degignated Federal official on the progress
of the monitoring efforts under aubparagraph (A); and
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“(6) make recommendations to the Secretary concerned for
any appropriate changes or adjustments to the projects being
monitored by the rescurce advisory committee.

“(c) APPOINTMENT BY THE SECRETARY.—

(1) APPOINTMENT AND TERM.—

“(A) IN GENERAL~—The Secretary concerned, shall
appoint the members of resource advisory committees for

a term of 4 years inning on the date of appointment.

“(B) REAPPOINTMENT.— Secretary concerned may
reappoint members to su uent 4-year tsrms,

“(2) BASIC REQUIREMENTS.— Secretary concerned shall
ensure that each resource advisory committee established moets
the requirements of subsection (d).

*(3) INITIAL APPOINTMENT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary concerned
shell meke initial appointments to the rescurce advisory
committees.

“(4) VACANCIES.—The Secretary concerned shall make
appointments to fill vacancies on any resource advisory com-
mittee as soon as practicable after the vacancy has occurred.

“(6) COMPENSATION.—Members of the resource advisory :
committees shall not receive any compensation. E
*“{d) COMPOSITION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

“(1) NuMBER.—Each resource advisory committee shall be
comprised of 15 members,

2) COMMUNITY INTERESTS REPRESENTED.—Committee
members shell be representative of the interests of the following
3 categories:

“A) b that—

“(i) represent organized labor or non-timber forest
product harvester groups; .

“(id) reglresent developed outdoor recreation, off
highway vehicle users, or commercial recreation activi-
ties;

*(iii) sent—
“I) energy and mineral development interests;
or
“TI) commercial or recreational fishing
interests;
“(iv) represent the commercial timber industry; or
“(v) hold Federal grazing or other land use permits,
or represent nonindustrial tilrhrat:a forest land owners,
within the area for which the committee is arganized.
“B)5 ns that represent—
“(ig nationally recognized envircnmental organiza-

“'(u) regionally or locally recognized environmental

organiza ;
“(iid) grl.zgersed recreational activities;
“(iv) aeological and historical interests; or .
“{v) nationally or regiona{‘lﬁta ized wild horee i
and burro interest groups, wildlife or hunting orgeniza- :

tions, or watershed associations.

“(C) 5 persons that—
“(Bel:‘l.old State elected office (or a designee);
“(ii) hold county or local elected office;
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“(iii) represent American Indian tribea within or
agljggent to the area for which the committee is orga-
nized,
“(iv) are school officials or teachers; or

“(v) represent the affected public at large.

“(3) BALANCED REPRESENTATION.— apgoinﬁng committee
members from the 3 categories in paragraph (2), the Secretary
concerned shall provide for balanced and broad representation
from within each category.

“(4) GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION.—The members of a
resource advisory committee shall reside within the State in
which the committee has jurisdiction and, to extent practicable,
the Secretary concerned shall ensure local representation in
each category in paragraph (2).

“(B) RPERSON.—A majority on each resource advisory
committee shall select the chairperson of the committee.

O T et Babjoct to ph (3), each

“ N GENERAL.—Subj Aragra . TesoUTCce
advisory committee shall eatahhfh ures for propoeing
projects to the Secretary concerned under this title.

“2) QUORUM.—A quorum must be present to constitute
an official meeting of the committes. ‘

“(3) APPROVAL BY MAJORITY OF MEMBERS.—A ject may
be proposed by a resource advisory committee to the tﬂrg
concerned under section 208(a), if the project has been approve
by a mgjority of members of the committee from each of the
3 categories in 5 (X

“‘f) OTHER COMMITTEE AUTEORITIES AND REQUIREMENTS.—
“(1) STAFF ASSISTANCE.—A resource advisory committee E
may submit to the Secre concerned a request for periodic
sta% assistance from Federal employees under the jurisdiction
of the Secretary.
“(2) MEETINGS.—All meeti of a resource advisory com-

mittee shall be announced at Jeast 1 week in advance in a
local newspaper of record and shall be open to the public.
“(3) RECORDS.—A resource advisory committee shall main-
tain records of the mestings of the committee and make
records available for public inspection. :

*SEC. 208. USE OF PROJECT FUNDS,

Pr “(a) AGREEMENT REGARDING SCHEDULE AND COST OF .
OJECT.—

“%1) AGREEMEN‘{' BETWEEN PAB_Ttgg.-b—yThe Se _eon-
cerned may carry out a progact submi a resource advisory
committee under section 203(a) using project funds or other
funds described in section 203(aX2), H, as soon as practiceble
after the issuance of a decision document for the project and
the exhaustion of all administrative appeals and judicial review
of the project decision, the Secretary concerned and the resource
edvisory committee enter into an agreement addressing, at
L —

) e for comp! ]
“(B) The total cost of the project, including the level
of agency overhead to be asaessed againet the project.
“C) For s multiyear project, the estimated cost of
the project for each of the fiscal years in which it will

be carried out.
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“(D) The remedies for failure of the Secretary concerned
to comply with the terms of the agreement consistent with
current Federal law.

“2) LIMITED USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS8.—The Secretary con-
cerned may decide, at the sole discretion of the Secretary con-
cerned, to cover the costs of a portion of an approved project
;xhsin Fe&e;yalf fut]]::l:ds appropriated or ﬂ;:therwise available to

e Secre or the same as the praject.
“(b) TRANSFER OF PROJECT m

“(1) INITIAL TRANSFER REQUIRED.—As soon as practicable
after the agreement is reached under subsection (a) with regard
to a project to be funded in whole or in gart, using png'g
funds, or other funds described in section 203(a)2), the
retary concerned shall transfer to the applicable unit of
National Forest System land or Bureau of Land Management
District an amount of project funds equal to—

“(A) in the case of a project to be completed in a
single fiscal year, the total amount specified in the aﬂe-
ment to be paid using gro;ect funds, or other ds
described in section 203(a)X2); or

“B) in the case of a multiyear prgject, the amount
specified in the agreement to be paid ;erect funds,
%r gtiher funde described in section 203(132 for the first

scal year,

“(2) CONDITION ON PROJECT COMMENCEMENT.—The unit of
National Forest EIMm land or Bureau of Land Management
Distriet concerned, shall not commence a project until the
project funds, or other funds described in section 203(aX2}
required to be transferred under paragraph (1) for the project,
have been made available by the concerned.

“(3) SUBSEQUENT TRANSFERS FOR MULTIYEAR PROJECTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—For the second and subsequent fiscal
years of a multiyear Ernasgct to be funded in whole or
In part using project , the unit of National Forest
System land or Bureau of Land Management District con-
cerned shall use the amount of preject funds required to
continue the praject in that fiscal year according to the
agreement entered into under subsection (a).

“B) SUSPENSION OF WORK.—The Secretary concerned
shall suspend work on the project if the project funds
required by the agreement in the second and subsequent
fiscal years are not available.

“SEC. 207, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT FUNDS.

“(a) SUBMISSION OF PROPOSED PROJECTS TO OBLIGATE FUNDS.—
By September 30, 2008 (or as soon thereafter as the Secretary
concerned determines is practicable), and each September 30 there-
after for each succeeding fiscal year thro fiscal year 2011, a
resource advisory committee shall submit to the Secretary concerned
pursuant to section 203(aX1) a sufficient number of project E'oposals
that, if approved, would result in the obligation of at least the
full amount of the B;:ﬁ]ect funds reserved by the participating county
in the preceding fi year.

“(b) USE OR TRANSFER OF UNOBLIGATED FUNDS.—Subject to
section 208, if a resource advisory committee fails to com lz with
subsection (a) for a fiscal year, pro%ect funds reserves y the
participating county in the pre:c%.ng scal year and remaining
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unchligated shall be available for use as part of the project submis-
sions in the next fiscal year.

“(c) EFFECT OF REJECTION OF PROJECTS.—Subject to section
208, any project funds reserved by a participating county in the
preceding fiscal year that are unobligated at the end of a fiscal
year because the Secretary concerned has rejected one or more
proposed projects shall be available for use as part of the project
submissions 1 the next fiscal year.

T SEmemaLTF anapproved project under this Act

“ N GENERAL~If an ap ject under thi

is enjoined or prohibited by a Faderafmj , the Secretary

concerned shall return the unobligated project funds related

to the project to the participating county or counties that
rese the funds.

. *%(2) EXrENDITURE OF FUNDS.—The returned funds shall
be available for the county to expend in the same manner

a8 the funds reserved e county under subparagraph (B)

or (CXi) of section 102(dX1).

*SEC. 208. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY. E‘

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The authority to initiate projecta under this
title shall terminate on September 30, 2011.

“(b) DEPOSITS IN TREASURY.—Any project funds not obligated &
Ef Sé:stember 30, 2012, shall be deposited in the Treasury of the »
nited States,
“TITLE HI—-COUNTY FUNDS
“SEC. 301. DEFINTTIONS.
“In thie title:

“(1) County FUNDS.—The term ‘county funds’ means all
funds an eligible county elects under section 102(d) to reserve
for nditure in accordance with this title.

“(2) PARTICIPATING COUNTY.—The term ‘participating
county’ means an eligible county that elects under section
102(d) to expend a ion of the Federal funde received under
section 102 in acco ce with this title,

*SEC. 302, USE,

“(a) AUTHORIZED USES.—A participating count{l. including any
applicable agencies of the participating county, shall use county
funds, in accordance with this title, e

“(1) to carry out activities under the Firewise Communities
program to provide to homeowners in fire-sensitive ecosystems
education on, and assistance with implementing, techni

in home siting, home construction, and home landscaping that i
ca}]: dﬁl;let;rease the protection of people and property from :
wl s
“(2) to reimburse the participating county for search and
t{'{;&h‘:tle and other emergency servieces, including firefighting,
at are—

“(A) performed on Federal land after the date on which
the use was approved under subsection (b);
“(B) paid for by the participating county; and
“8) to evelgﬁe community wildfire protection plans in
coordination with the appropriate Secretary concerned.
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“(b) PROPOSALS.—A participaﬁnf county shall use county funds
for a use described in subseclion (a) only after a 45-day public
Bccﬁmment period, at the beginning of which the participating county

“(1) publish in any publications of local record a proposal
that describes the proposed use of the county funds; and

“(2) submit the proposal to any resource advisory committee
established under section 205 for the participating county.

“SEC. 308. CERTIFICATION.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February 1 of the year after
the year in which any county funds were expended by a pertici-
pating county, the appropriate official of the participating county
shall submit to the g'ecretary concerned a certification that the
county funds expended in the applicable year have been used for

the uses authorized under section 302(a), including a description
of the amounts expended and the uses for which the amounts
were

expended.
“(b) REVIEW.—The Secretary concerned shall review the certifi-
cations submitted under subsection (a) as the Secretary concerned
determines to be appropriate.

*EEC. 304. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.

“{a) IN GENERAL.—The authority to initiate projects under this
title terminates on September 30, 2011,
“(b)} AVAILABILITY.—Any county funds not obligated by Sep-

getl::tl:e.r 30, 2012, shall be re to the Treasury of the United
“TTTLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS

“SEC. 401. REGULATIONS.

“The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secre of the Interior
shall issue regulations to carry out the purposes of this Act.

“SEC. 403. AUTHORIZATION OF APFROPRIATIONS.

“There are authorized to be aﬁmpﬁﬂt&d such sums as are
ggﬁssary to carry out this Act for each of fiscal years 2008 through

“SEC. 403. TREATMENT OF FUNDS AND REVENUES.

“(a) RELATION TO OTHER APPROPRIATIONS.—Funds made avail-
able under section 402 and funds made available to a Secretary
concerned under section 208 shall be in addition to any other
annual appropriations for the Forest Service and the Bureau of
Land Management.

“(b) DEPOSIT OF REVENUES AND OTHER FUNDS.—AIll revenues
generated from projects pursuant to title II, including any interest
accrued from the revenues, shall be deposited in the Treasury
of the United Statea.”.

(b) FOREST RECEIPT PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE STATES AND COUN-

{1} ACT OF MAY 28, 1008.—The sixth pa ph under the

heading “FOREST SERVICE" in the Act of May 23, 1906 (16

U.S.C. 500) is amended in the first sentence by iki

“twenty-five percentum” and all that follows through “s
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be paid” and inserting the following: “an amount equal to
the annual average of 256 percent of all amounts received for
the applicable fiscal year and each of the preceding 6 fiscal
years from each national forest shall be paid”.

(2) WEEKS LaW.~—Section 13 of the Act of March 1, 1911
(commonly known as the “Weeks Law™ (16 U.S.C. 500) is
amended in the first sentence by iki “twent;—ﬁve
percentum” and all that follows t.hmnuaglh “ be paid” and
inserting the following: “an amount vﬁ to the annual average
of 25 percent of all amounts received for the applicable fiscal
year and each of the preceding 6 fiscal years from each national
forest shall be paid”.

(c) PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES,~—

(1) IN GENERAL,—Section 6806 of title 81, United States

Code, is amended to read as follows:

“§ 6908, Funding

“For each of fiscal years 2008 through 2012— ‘

“(1) each county or other eligible unit . of local government
shall be entitled to payment under this chapter; and

“2) sums shall be made available to the Secretary of the
iﬂt:rior for obligation or expenditure in accordance with this

pter.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.--The table of mections for
chapter 69 of title 31, United States Code, is amended by
striking the item relating to section 8906 eand inserting the
following:

“8906. Funding.”.
(8) BUDGET SCOREKEEPING.—

(A) IN GENERAL—Notwithstanding the Budget
Scorekeeping Guidelines and the accompanying list of pro-
grams and accounts set forth in the joint explanatory state-
ment of the committee of conference accompanying Con-
ference Report 105-217, the section in this title regarding
Payments in Lieu of Taxes shall be treated in the baseline
for purposes of section 267 of the Balanced Budget and
Emergencﬂ Deficit Control Act of 19865 (as in effect prior
to September 80, 2002), and by the Chairmen of the House
and Senate Budget Committees, as aﬂm}pﬁata, for pur-
poses of budget enforcement in the House and Sensate,
and under the ssional Budget Act of 1974 as if
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (14-1114-0-1-806} were an
account designated as Appropriated Entitlements and
Mandatories for Fiscal Year 1997 in the joint explanatory
statement of the committes of conference accompanying
Conference Report 105-217.

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This paragraph shall remain in
effect for the fiscal years to which the entitlement in section
6906 of title 81, United States Code (as amended by para-

graph (1)), applies.






